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In January, 1870, the Society took an honourable stand against quackish 
practices, by rebuking certain of its fellows for obtaining newspaper puffery 
for a medical college and its faculty. 

The only papers presented which are here printed in fall, are, we believe, 
the biographical notices. These are generally quite brief, one of the most 
extended and elaborate being that of the late Sylvester D. Willard, M.D., 
which, with a list of his works, fills eleven pages. 

To a work of this sort, which no one reads through, but consults only as a 
book of reference, a good, full index is all-important. This, we regret to say, 
the present volume wholly lacks. What is called an index is, with slight 
exceptions, merely an alphabetical list of proper names, with reference under 
each to the pages on which the person appears in any manner. Thus, if the 
reader wish to find out what has been said and shown during this score of 
years concerning cancer or delirium tremens, he must look under every name, 
from Adams to Young. Sach an index as we find here is good and conve¬ 
nient for certain purposes; but one strictly general should have been added 
to it. 

The work of preparation for the press seems to have been skilfully done. 
The obituaries are in good taste. The print, paper, and proof-reading, all are 
good—forming, with the one exception just noted, a very creditable volume. 

B. L. R. 
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1. This handsomely printed volume of the Transactions of the Medical Society 
of New Jersey is illustrated with a well-engraved portrait of the late Richard 
M. Cooper, M.D., of Camden. Brief obituary notices of Dr. Cooper, and of 
several other members deceased, are given. 

The presidential address, by Dr. T. J. Thomson, is an earnest and dignified 
plea for " Medical Truthfulness.” The strictest truth and integrity, with judicial 
fairness of mind, are insisted upon; and the practice of deceiving patients is 
most vigorously protested against. 

In an essay upon Obstetrical Forceps, Dr. John Y. Schenck make3 a bold 
and forcible argument in favour of a much freer use of this instrument than 
has been allowed by our older teachers. In view of the indubitable fact that 
forceps are used by our younger men with a frequency which would horrify their 
fathers, we believe it well that the reasons for this course should be plainly 
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6tated. Men can then judge whether the new departure is or is not founded npon 
sound principles. 

An account of the affections of the eye from smallpox, is contributed by 
Dr. Cparles J. Kipp. 

In a report of the Standing Committee upon the Medical History of the 
State, we find an epitome of the reports of the different district medical 
societies. It is a fact very creditable to the profession in New Jersey that 
only two counties failed to make a report. 

The State Society having addressed to the local societies questions as to 
the virtues of chloral-hydrate, and of hypodermic medication, and as to the 
alleged agency of physicians' prescriptions in producing habits of intoxication, 
these are the subjects principally treated in the district reports. 

The opinions ns to chloral are amusingly diverse. Nevertheless, the evi¬ 
dence of its good effects are both strong and definite. Besides the testimony 
as to its more ordinary uses, we find that one physician finds it highly useful in 
the early stages of tedious labour. Three have succeeded in breaking up by 
its means the habitual use of opium as a stimulant. Another, makes the very 
vague and unsatisfactory statement that he has known “ a fatal result" to en¬ 
sue from “ a small dose.” Its combination with morphia is approved by many. 

Hypodermic medication meets with very general favour—more, we believe, 
than it deserves. It is invaluable in certain classes of cases, especially where 
there is reason to fear that the stomach will not absorb the drug, or where the 
drug when taken into the stomach produces unpleasant effects, or where a more 
instantaneous impression is needed. In many cases, however, it is needlessly 
and wrongfully substituted for the ordinary mode of administration. 

The answer to the vulgar charge of making drunkards by their prescriptions, 
is emphatic and nearly unanimous. Dr. J. L. Bodinb, of Trenton, hits the nail 
hard and squarely on the head, when he says, “ this charge is made for the 
most part by two classes of people—those most intemperate men who are seek¬ 
ing to make all men sober by legislative enactment, and those cowardly drunk¬ 
ards who, with the spirit of the first man, Adam, are seeking an excuse for 
their own weakness and crime." 

One reporter adverts to the frequency with which even expensive country 
houses are rendered unhealthy by the sewer-gas passing freely up through the 
sinks and waste-pipes. 

A case of hip-joint disease, in which an escape of matter took place into the 
bladder, is reported upon hearsay evidence. 

A remarkable case of metastatic abscesses, following a bruise, in a child 
of nine years, is reported by Dr. E. W. Buck. The patient lived three months, 
passed through pneumonin and peritonitis, and finally succumbed to gangrene 
of the lower extremity, supposed to be due to embolism of the femoral artery. 
Is said to have enjoyed perfect health prior to the fall which bruised him. 

B. D. Carpenter, M.D., communicates a very severe and interesting case of 
tetanus. The patient, a vigorous labourer, was treated with continuous ap¬ 
plications of ice-bags to the spine, frequent and full doses of opiates, and chloral 
in increasing doses, up to one ounce per night in two doses. Enemata of turpen¬ 
tine and nssafoetida, in milk or beef-lea, were also employed. Complete re¬ 
covery resulted in about twelve days' treatment. In quite an able and elabo¬ 
rate little essay on this disease, Dr. Carpenter lays great stress on the supreme 
importance of keeping the patient and his room perfectly quiet, doing nothing 
to surprise him, und especially never doing anything to him without explaining 
the intention and obtaining his consent. Great care in this regard is necessary 
to avoid exciting fresh spasms. None but the most discreet and intelligent 
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nurses can be trusted to carry oat treatment with the requisite gentleness and 
caution. The noise and excitements of a hospital ward are alone sufficient to 
defeat the best medication. 

A case of uterine hydatids, developed and thrown off in the first three 
months of pregnancy, is reported by Dr. F. G. Pay.vk. 

A curious case of aconite poisoning is reported. For the relief of neuralgia 
of the head and face in a young lady, the drug was being used in full 
doses. In attempting to apply a few drops externally, about a drachm was 
spilled upon the scalp, and chanced to spread over an excoriated surface. 
Total insensibility occurred in half an hour, followed by abolition of vision and 
great difficulty of deglutition. The pupils, at first contracted, in an hour be¬ 
came enormously dilated, in which state they remained twelve hours. Urinary 
and lachrymal secretions continued free. Three hours after accident, respira¬ 
tion had sunk to ten per minute. Pulse slow, and at times almost imperceptible. 
" Before deglutition was completely impossible,” a half-pint of strong coffee, 
with a half-ounce of whiskey, was administered. After this, for twelve hours, 
the same mixture was used as a lotion over abdomen. When again able to 
swallow, small doses of strychnia seemed to hasten recovery. As some com¬ 
pensation for the mental suffering caused him by the terrifying consequences 
of his own accidental application, the doctor has the gratification of believing 
that a radical cure has followed his undesignedly heroic treatment. 

Ulcers of the tricuspid valves, and rupture of the mitral, were observed by 
Dr. C. W. Larison, in a child of three years old. Death occurred instantane¬ 
ously. The heart was enlarged, “ full of blood on the arterial side,” but ‘‘flac¬ 
cid on the venous side.” Very large cicatrices of old ulcerations were found 
in the ileum near the csecum. The child had suffered from severe enteritis a 
year before. 

For the city of Trenton, Dr. Bodine reports the epidemic prevalence of 
hooping-cough, mumps, scarlet fever , and measles. Pertussis prevailed mostly 
in the summer, mumps in the autumn, and measles in the winter. Erysipelas 
was somewhat common during the past winter and spring. In one case the 
disease occurred in a patient subject to trifacial neuralgia, and was limited to 
the regions affected by the latter malady. 

The manufacture of pottery in the same city is observed to cause special 
forms of disease in the workmen. The inhalation of the dost of clay, plaster of 
Paris, quartz, etc., causes a train of symptoms known as “ potters’ asthma ” and 
“potters’ consumption.” Bronchitis, emphysema, dilated bronchi, with conso¬ 
lidation and ultimate destruction of lung-tissue, are the results of the constant 
accumulation of irritant matter. Lead poisoning is not infrequent, from the 
substances used in glazing the ware. Very young children, here employed, are 
to be seen suffering the tortures of lead-colic. 

Dr. Bodine attributes the very high rate of mortality— 30 to 1000 living— 
principally to the total want of drainage of the naturally wet and clayey subsoil, 
and to the practice of filling in hollows with all manner of refuse. 

Dr. Tbeganowan describes a singular and fatal case of hemorrhage from the 
carotid artery resulting from extensive gangrenous disease following acute 
tonsillitis. The fatal bleeding, the only one mentioned, did aot occur till two 
or three months after the acute inflammation. The autopsy revealed almost 
complete destruction of the parotid gland, gangrenous softening of the entire 
circumference of the external carotid, with rupture, and fistulous openings into 
the fauces. 

The reporter for Monmouth County, Dr. S. H. Hunt, speaking of the epi¬ 
demic prevalence and severity of pertussis, notices the number of adults affected, 
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many of whom had been through the disease in childhood also. Complications 
of bronchitis, bowel complaints, and convulsions, were frequent in young chil¬ 
dren, and caused many deaths. In the winter, diphtheria appeared with great 
severity. A tendency to non-diphtberitic sore throat, with prostration, was 
observed to be common at this time. Sequelie, as paralysis, impaired vision, 
strabismus, etc., were frequent. Excessive hemorrhage from the diseased sur¬ 
faces of the nares and fauces was in two cases arrested by the spray of Monsel’s 
solution, one part to three of glycerine. 

A case of tetanus, in which the patient suddenly sank away and died some 
days after all spasm and rigidity had ceased, is reported by Dr. T. J. Tuomaso.v. 
The cause of death seems a mystery, as the patient said of himself that he “ ate 
well,” “ had no spasms, and felt all right.” The reporter would seem to blame 
the chloral treatment for this result, though he does not express himself quite 
clearly. The death was on the eleventh day of illness. 

Dr. J. 13. Mattison narrates a case of exceptionally horrible and chronic 
neuralgia, which was relieved, and apparently cured, by hypodermic injection of 
twenty minims of chloroform. From that moment, opiates, which had been 
long used in enormous doses, were wholly suspended. Subcutaneous exhibi¬ 
tion of strychnia and atropia, and the ingestion of quinia, iron, and arsenic, 
with chloral at night, enabled the six years’ slave to morphia to dispense with 
it, and to improve in his general health. He bos been for months completely 
exempt from the pains which bad caused him fifteen years of torture. 

Dr. P. A. Harris, being called to a case of compound comminuted fracture 
of the upper portion of femar, crushed by the falling of a rock of 300 pounds, 
excised the head, neck, and upper part of the shaft. No bad symptoms 
appeared; and five months afterwards the weight of the body can be thrown 
on the limb without pain; firm union with slight motion exists at the hip, and 
only three inches of shortening remains, though five inches of length was re¬ 
moved. A single sinus remains open, with slight discharge of healthy pus. 
No dead bone has ever been detected. Injections of tepid water slightly car- 
bolized were used throughout the treatment of the wound. 

One gentleman, believing that failures as well as successes should be re¬ 
corded, gives his sad experience of two fatal cases of placenta preevia in one 
day. Several other cases resulted more favourably. 

Dr. Oakley narrates an instructive history of several coses, three fatal, from 
typhoid fever, and disturbance of health in many persona, all occurring in a 
house whose sinks and closet pipes were finally discovered to deliver their con¬ 
tents not into the street sewer but just beneath the surface of the cellar floor. 

An anomalous series of coses, extended from the first one by contagion, is 
reported by Dr. Kjxch. The infection was variolous, but in two fatal cases 
apparently modified by a profound malarial saturation. 

Judging from these local reports, hooping-cough, measles, and mumps seem 
to have been rather widely prevalent, and possibly scarlet fever a little more 
than usual. Diphtheria is but seldom mentioned, and ccrebro-spinal meningitis 
still less often. Malarial diseases of course continue prominent. In general, 
however, it is believed that the health of the State has been unusually good. 

W e rtgret to find so handsome and valuable a volume considerably marred 
by typographical errors. Compared to many others, this volume is carefully 
revised ; but we expect a higher standard in all things, from this venerable but 
spirited society. 

2. The expressions of modest satisfaction with which the publishing com¬ 
mittee of the Transactions of the Medical Association of the Stale of Alabama 
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present to their fellows this goodly volume are fully justified. So large is the 
number of excellent essays, and so limited is our space, that we are almost 
compelled to content ourselves with a few words of general and well-merited 
commendation. If, however, we attempt at all to enter into details, it must 
be with little hope of doing critical justice, but rather only to indicate the 
principal subjects treated, for the benefit of any reader who may be seeking 
the latest presentation or discussion of some particular topic. 

The new Board of Censors make some recommendations for legislation by the 
General Assembly. One of these proposes to constitute the State and county 
medical societies, respectively, general and local boards of health. Another, 
aims at preventing unqualified persons from practising medicine. 

The sanitary needs of the State, and the related duties of physicians, are 
treated intelligently, though a little diffusely, in the address of the President, 
Dr. Ketcuom. The spirit of the paper is excellent, and its recommendations 
are good. 

Dr. R. F. Michel gives a description of the epidemic of yellow fever in 
1873, as observed by him in Montgomery. 

Prof. Jerome Cochran presents a somewhat extended history of the entire 
epidemic. In seven principal cities of the three States afflicted, there occurred 
16,760 cases, with 3308 deaths. Suggestions as to treatment, disinfection, 
prevention, etc., and a meteorological table for the year, add to the value of 
the paper. 

The peculiar affection known os the dengue is reported upon by Dr. Ws. 
II. Anderson. Neither this writer nor the two just mentioned have any faith 
in the notion that this affection is a modified yellow fever, or in any way re¬ 
lated to it. 

Local epidemics of cholera are well described by Dr. M. H. Jordan and Dr. 
J. J. Dement. 

Prof. Cochran presents an elaborate paper upon the white blood-corptiscle. 
This body he regards as “ the lineal descendant of the original undifferentiated 
segments of the ovum.” The article embraces much curious knowledge and 
ingenious speculation. It deals more with the occult origin and early relations 
of the corpuscle, and with its analogues in other organisms, than with its cha¬ 
racter and functions as a completed element in the blood. 

An able plea for State aid, to be given to hospitals, reformatories, and ad¬ 
vanced schools, is made by Dr. Brtcb of the State Insane Hospital. 

A paper on hemorrhagic malarial fever , by Dr. M'Daniel, we need not 
notice here, as it is elsewhere reviewed in this Journal. 

The annuul oration, by S. D. Skklyk, M.D., entitled. “ Cell-life , the Ban's of 
all Force , both Mental and Physical," was, we are told, intended for a general 
audience. Especially in its opening and closing pages, it is rather ornate and 
flowery for strictly professional hearers. 

In this hasty sketch we have been obliged to forbear noticing a number of 
papers and reports. 

Some of our readers have deemed us hypercritical concerning typographical 
errors, bad proof-reading, and a careless or incorrect literary style. We there¬ 
fore take especial pleasure in commending the complete freedom of this 
volume from gross faults of this sort Its fair, clean pages are printed with 
nearly absolute accuracy, and are wholly free from those terribly ungrammatical 
and formless sentences, which, in some cases, have made the reader blush with 
shame for American scholarship. 

The matter and the literary style are very creditable to the profession in 
Alabama, and to the gentlemen who have bo well performed the toilsome and 
No. CXXXVII_ Jan. 1875. 15 
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thankless task of superintendin'; publicalion. Especially in view of the un¬ 
happy social and political troubles which have so long oppressed the State 
the issue or such transactions is a subject for admiration. 

Medi ' al and Chirurgical Family of the Stall of 
Marylaad.-Thi annual oration, by Hon. L. H. Svamta, M.D., upon “ Tlfi 
m£ZLf naan J 18 good in matter and style. In it, however, we see again 
advent' d “ cnnou8 t T a “ » medical addresses, which we have elsewhere 
adverted to-a proclmty to begin Tar back. Thus the origin of the three 

and h’t PrD n 8 “‘°“ B " h f re dlrcc ‘ l J tr “ l:cd ‘<> the rail and disgrace of Adam 
nd Eve. Once well clear or the somewhat hazy antediluvian epoch, I)r 

fs'wnrth eI f p0S1 ^°“ of ‘. hea ' ms - tn “ts, “nd qualifications of a good physician 
is worthy of praise and imitation. 6 r 3 

A report on surgery, by Prof. 0. Johkstok, contains a description of a new 
splint ror fractures of the lower extremity, called by its inventor Dr T tv 
faimmons, the suspenso-extensory splint. The Esmarch bandage, galvanic 
specS; t“ ated" Dt ° b ’ Crt,Ui0nB °“ d ““ “ —r. are the subject, 

Ji“ m \r tPOr ,' Pr °?'“ ? ni by Dr. Joint Moaais, the dietetic 

, h d “' d C , m ‘‘ ” BI ; of “ lcobo1 “ discussed. The writer's view seems to be that 
tively g b ° U ^ b ° ™ P ° ped ’ tb ° Ugh he does not 3 P° ak quite posi- 

rep ° r< m "I?* m ' diCa - e,C " b5 ' Dr ' S ' O™. “Dention is called 
bolus ” hydrate, and to the Australian tree, " Eucalyptus glo- 

renort BaUi r more ' w L ith its relations to the death-rate, is shown in a 

report by Dr. Paanon Tor each month of 1871, 1872, 1873, and part of 1874 
by meteorological tables, and by a well-drawn chart. P ’ 

The recent researches, experiments, and conclusions of Forrier and Noth- 
nagel upon cerebral physiology, Benedikt on the nerves of the inferior cho- 
raid plexus, and Bernhard, on the connection of certain convolutions”^ 
certain muscular movements, form the subjects of a report by Dr F T Miles 
In a report on psychology, by Dr. Arnold, some remarks upon intemperance 

‘11 "‘T tl ' e f r , 0U “ d ia tlke “ the taste Tor alcohol is a natural 
one, not to be extinguished by legislation, that the crimes due to excess have 
0VCre, “ 1 " :d ' “° d 'hat the proportion of person, abusing tlm sttu- 
lant has been equally exaggerated. Often, the writer believes, men drink to 

excess because they are weak-willed, and sensual, and wretched, and hungry and 

hopdoss and not, conversely that they are miserable, and weak, and dfgLled 
because they drink. We think there is a truth in this view of tS matter whilh 
t“c hfduluence ^7°° kCd ' • Th ? run “ lic “ l reformers begin at the wrong end. 
int hivbi. r n ° W v£ PCt ‘! e ’ “ 10 be controlled by cullivating and develop- 
Z wirid t^v ErC “ F° ssible utlerl y * “tmtbilate all !he alcohol Fn 
the world to-day, can anyone believe that the low animal appetites and pro. 
Iiensities would fail to find other, and mayhap worse, means of gratification^ 

the fFds and 89 “ P °“ ,' P ^° 9y °^ incMd y- Dr - Joseph Paerisii exhibits 
Fal Ud “rguments which show drunkenness to be, often at least, a dis- 

rathe^Fhan^uni'shraenL' ‘° ^ mCdiC “' a “ d 

Dromntlv st'nnn 7l *three cases in which uterine hemorrhage was 
fluid Fxfr»FF» P d - tnjteUon of ergot. Half a drachm of the 

indudlFt ll 7h ‘.“f ^ °\ tb ° iD “ er “ pect ° r the thi * h - Dther means, 
including ergot by the stomach, had been vainly tried. 
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Dr. Frank Donaldson contributes a brier but well-written and interesting 
paper on the significance of the presystolic murmur. A case of his own sug¬ 
gested, and reading confirmed, the idea that such murmurs are not caused by 
contraction of the heart-valves, but by abnormalities in the ventricular cavity 
itself. 

A paper by Henrt R. Noel, M.D., epitomizes our knowledge of leucocy- 
thcemia. 

Prof. C. W. Chancellor states the need of higher educational standards 
for graduates in medicine, and proposes a plan, of which the important feature 
is the placing of the degree examination wholly in the hands of a disinterested 
board to be appointed by the State medical societies. 

One of those terrible cases of deformity resulting from falling from a ship's 
rigging, while at sea and remote from Burgeons, has been seen and treated by 
Dr. McLane Tiffany. The humerus and one thigh were each broken, and the 
other thigh fractured in two places. After more than two months, union was 
everywhere firm, and nearly complete ankylosis existed in one knee and elbow, 
and the feet were respectively widely everted and inverted. One fracture in 
each thigh whs reproduced under ether, and the feet brought into their proper 
attitude. Shortening of the limbs could not be overcome by extension. 
Motion of the elbow was recovered by breaking adhesions. A good recovery 
followed, except in one knee-joint, upon which tenotomy is yet to be performed 
with good hopes of regaining motion. 

Dr. J. Sumverfield Conrad presents a carefully prepared account of the 
varieties, course, circumstances, and treatment of some twelve hundred cases 
of smallpox, observed in the Marine Hospital at Baltimore daring the recent 
epidemic. The temperature, at and before the onset of secondary fever, is 
shown for a dozen selected cases by charts. The mortality among all the 
cases amounted to forty-two per centum. The treatment adopted was gene¬ 
rally mildly antiphlogistic nt first, and afterwards tonic and stimulating. 
Several specifics were tried, without effect, except in the case of the “vinegar 
treatment" This, used in the way advised by Dr. Roth, seemed greatly to 
lighten the secondary fever, besides often causing the eruption to abort, and 
preventing troublesome throat symptoms. 

Many instances were met with in which the disease attacked persons who 
had recently been repeatedly vaccinated without success. Experience taught 
that even a successful vaccination would not modify the course of variola, 
unless it preceded the eruption by from nine to eleven days. As to the supreme 
value and importance of vaccination as a preventive of desolating epidemics 
of smallpox, Dr. Conrad’s experience has fully confirmed his original con¬ 
victions. 

4. We find in the Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of TFcsi 
Virginia another example of the fondness of medical orators for beginning at 
the beginning. The presidential address takes ns from the garden of Eden, 
through ancient Egypt and Greece, even unto Western Virginia. Reference 
is made, in passing, to Jupiter, Pluto, Apollo, Esculupius, Pythagoras, Empe¬ 
docles. and Hippocrates, after whom, and glancing at the old alchemists, we 
come down to Lord Bacon and modern times. 

In this connection—for here are found the worst instances of the fault—we 
muBt protest against the gross negligence of the proof-reader, or other persou 
superintending publication. Such mistakes as “ dessemated " for “decimated." 
“ Arganouts" for “Argonauts,” “ Aristottle," *• Ptolmy,” and “ Pinnel,” are 
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inexcusable, and are not calculated to give a very good impression of the lite¬ 
rary culture of American physicians. 

Dr. R. W. Hazlett treats of the diagnostic value of urine in disease, with 
the indications thus obtained for medication. The article may very probably 
have served a useful purpose in drawing attention to a point too often neglected 
Illustrative cases are given which are both interesting in themselves and 
adapted to the object in view. One instance of urine loaded with fat, to the 
amount of one-firth or one-fourth, is briefly mentioned. Decided symptoms of 
scurvy were in one case caused by rigid adherence to a diet of unbolted wheat 
bread. A remarkable instance is narrated of recovery from advanced Bright’s 
disease. The patient was a soldier. Treated with tincture of iron and spirits 
of nitre, he grew steadily worse, and was sent home to die. In two months he 
returned to camp well. He bad continued the medicine at home, but hud added 
thereto an inordinate amount of whiskey—which leads the writer to surmise as 
to the possible virtues concealed in the " mysterious chemistry of modern 
whiskey." 

A report on medical botany by Dr. E. A. Un.Dp.mi gives in half-a-dozen 
pages the description and alleged uses or some two score of native'plants In 
only a few cases is the chemical composition stated, and in none are any tests 
given of the physiological action of the articles described. 

Several cases of strangulated hernia are My described, and suggestively 
commented upon by Dr. H. W. Brock. 

Dr. John Frisskli. gives the particulars concerning twenty-eight cases of 
cancerous tumours, and u few of other Burgical diseases, occurring in his practice. 

Iwo instances of rupture of the uterus during labour are contributed by Dr 

J. C. Horp. 

5. The present number or the Transactions of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia is the third number of the first volume. In noticin- 
lts predecessors our readers may remember that we directed attention to 
some admirable rules which were to govern the publishing committee. ITc 
nre sorry these rules are not printed with each number. 

A full and somewhat warm discussion npon/emoral hernia, with individual 
ideas as to what is or is not good practice in certain circumstances, follows the 
report of a case. 

An equally animated debate occurred upon a case of spontaneous rupture of 
the aorta. The crack was so sharp and cleun, and the vessel so little diseased, 
as to lead to the suggestion that it was a cut and not a rupture. 

An abdominal tumour proving fatal to a girl of nine years was reported as 
cancer of the ovary. The record of the autopsy says, "the right ovary seemed 
to be the origin of the tumour." 

Chorea occurring during pregnancy was the subject of debate through two 
meetings. Slucb diversity of opinion existed as to the connection between the 
disease and the state or the patient. The propriety of bringing about pre¬ 
mature delivery, in severe cases, was warmly supported and opposed. The 
whole subject of chorea was ably and fully discussed. 

6. Transactions of the A’cic Hampshire Medical Society— After the usual 
record of the business or the annual session, we find the annual address by the 
President, Dr. Jons L. Swett. After referring to matters of interest to the 
society, aud making graceful allusions to members recently dead, the speaker 
passed to bis chosen subject, the duties of physicians in regard to alcoholic 
preparations. Not only in our own country, but in Russia, France, and Great 
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Britain, has intemperance attracted of late the deepest and most thoughtful 
attention. The British Parliament and our National Congress have appointed 
commissions to make investigations. In remarkably well-chosen words, the 
speaker makes an exhaustive argument against alcoholic beverages, denying 
the uses claimed for them, and vigorously exhibiting the evils, direct and re¬ 
mote, which follow their abuse. 

An oration by Dr. S. M. Dinsmoor, upon quackery, deals chiefly with that 
less-recognized, but, alas, not less real, variety, found in what are called the 
regular ranks. We can fancy one after another of his hearers wincing, as the 
sharp point of the Dr.’s blade was in turn directed against the weak spot in 
each one’s armor. Flattering old women, and yielding to whims, sacriflcing 
private convictions to public opinion, exaggerating the gravity of cases, pro¬ 
ducing abortion, giving articles like alcohol in the face of modern discovery of 
their harmfulness, and improper conduct in consultations, are the chief direc¬ 
tions in which regular quackery is exhibited. 

Dr. C. P. Frost reviews the progress of ideas in regard to tuberculosis and 
pulmonary consumption. 

In a very fresh and instructive manner. Dr. J. R. ITasi treats of the changes 
in our climate , and their fleets upon disease. It is not found to be true, as 
generally supposed, that our average amount of rain-fall has been diminished, 
nor our average temperature affected, by the destruction of forests. Warm 
and cold years appear in groups and cycles, governed by some other cause. 
In some of the very districts most stripped of their forests, the rain-fall is 
actually increased. This, too, probably depends on remoter causes. Correct 
records cover too brief a period to be conclusive or satisfactory. The humidity 
of the atmosphere, however, may and does vary independently of rain-fall. 
Felling forests, cultivating and draining lands, and building canals and rail¬ 
roads have diminished the moisture of our atmosphere. The shade of great 
woods prevents the hot sun from at once sucking up the water into the clouds. 
The undisturbed soil does not suddenly turn the rain off into the rivers. While 
we have no right to attach supreme importance to our climatic conditions in 
causing or modifying diseases, the writer believes the diminished humidity has 
lessened the amount of pulmonary disease. Our three great cities show a 
steady decrease through each decade from 1810 to 1850, in the proportion of 
deaths by consumption to the total deaths. In the forty years the decrease is 
about one-third. 

An infant suffering under exstrophy of the bladder was shown to the society 
by Dr. A. H. Crosby, who here describes it. Operative interference was 
intended. 

Interesting and well-written obituary notices of two eminent men. Dr. W. W. 
Brown and Prof. Dixi Crosby, prepared by Drs. L. B. Flow and C. P. Frost, 
occupy the remaining pages. To the notice of Dr. Crosby is appended a 
touching and discriminating tribute from Dr. Albert Smith, long his profes¬ 
sorial colleague and friend. 

If this little volume contains an nndne portion of addresses and other matter 
not especially practical or wholly novel, we must yet admit that the papers are 
excellent or their kind. One surgical cose of amputation for osteosarcoma , 
and a report from delegates to the National Association, we have omitted to 
notice. 

The literary and typographical execution of the work are alike admirable. 

7. The presidential address, which begins this volume of the Transactions 
of the Indiana Slate Medical Society , upon Alcohol and its Uses, again 
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reminds ns of the fact that physicians throughout the land are exhibiting great 
interest in this subject. Scarcely a single number of medical society transac¬ 
tions do we take up without finding papers and discussions concerning it 
though narrow and extreme views are often expressed, we welcome the pre¬ 
vailing interest as one sure to result in good. 

Considerable space is given to a report on the medical history of the State, 
paper is made up of communications from professional veterans in various 
districts. It contains many curious and entertaining reminiscences, and is not 
disease! 06 t0 student8 interested in the theory of '‘change or type” of 

A brief report on cerebrospinal meningitis does not recognize any anti- 
hygienic conditions as exerting any special influence on the disease 
Cammnn's stethoscope is spoken of by Dr. Laoouij.v as a valuable aid in 
detecting crepitus m fractures. 

Dr '3 S ; Eu,Kn contributes a carefully written account of the morbo lacteo 
or mM stckness. An excellent feature or these “ Transactions” is the abstract 
given of the discussions which followed the reading of papers. From this we 
learn how far the author's views are shared by others around him. The reality 
ot this pecuhur malady seemed to be generally admitted. 

Dr. S. S. Boyd, writing of the tincture of veratrum viride, warmly advocates 
its employment, in half-drachm doses, in puerperal convulsions. An addition 
ot laudanum, five parts to three, is commended. 

Dr. James Thompson treats or intra-ocular diseases. The article contains 
some interesting cases, with a number of coloured lithographic plates of patho- 
logical appearances. Without possessing any claims to originality, the paper 
muy serve a useful purpose to the general practitioner. 

H- Bell direct. attention to epilepsy as caused by uterine disease. 
le discussion that followed the reading of the paper elicited what we fancy to 
be the truth-that such causation is possible, but in point of fact not frequent. 

beveral other papers, cases, and biographical notices, go to make up a 
volume of average interest. r 

It 18 a pity a little more attention bad not been paid to the proof-reading of 
tins otherwise handsome and creditable work. BLR 


Art. XXIX.—77, e International Scientific Series. Responsibility in Mental 
Rlsease. By Henry Maudsley, JI.D., etc. 24mo. pp. 313. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co., 1874. 


The present volume well sustains the high character of this admirable series. 
It is not for any absolute originality of thought or novelty of information that 
we would commend it—for of these, it, perhaps, contains little which may not 
be round elsewhere. Indeed, unless we remember the design of the publication, 
we might almost incline to accuse onr author or repeating himself. Bearing in 
mind, however, that the purpose is to convey accurate knowledge and advanced 
views, not alone to physicians and savans, but to all intelligent readers, repe¬ 
tition ceases to be censurable. 

Few subjects so frequently and powerfully excite the public wonder, sym- 
pathy, or indignation, as the questions of responsibility which arise in connec¬ 
tion with crimes of exceptional horror or extraordinary circumstances. Seldom 
a week passes without some terrible deed chronicled in the newspapers, con- 



